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“No trees; good 
companions.” 
That’s Harris Kirby’s 

summary of his Navy years on 
Attu Island during WWII. Harris 
was just 18 and out of high 
school when he enlisted. Attu 
had been invaded early in the 
war, and Harris’ duty was in dry 
dock where troops outfitted 
ships for the Pacific campaign.

Shortly after his return in 1946 
he and Arletta were married. 
Her parents had come to Salem 
before the Great Depression and 
parlayed their hard work into 
ownership of West Salem’s Blue 
Anchor Restaurant. Harris met 
Arletta there, and she discovered 
that it was at Harris’ mother’s 
beauty shop next door where 
she got her first perm.

After five years building homes 
for Arletta’s father, Harris joined 
the Salem Police Department. 
A year later, he became a 
member of the Oregon State 
Police. Arletta, meanwhile, had 
turned her artistic ability into a 
career. In oils and acrylics she 
painted murals at businesses 
and homes. She worked for 
years as a designer and window 
dresser at Lipman’s and Penney’s 
department stores.

The couple raised three girls — 
Rhea, Teala and Starla — and 
enjoy three grandchildren, now 
in their 20s and 30s.

In his 28 years with the State 
Police, Harris worked in criminal 
investigation and administration. 
The family lived in Albany for 
five years when he accepted a 
criminal investigation position  
in District 2. 

Back in Salem, Harris was on 
the original Marion County 
Interagency Narcotics Team, 
a joint effort with the Salem 
Police Department and Marion 
County Sheriff’s Office. “I ended 
up being the only member of 
the narcotics team who wasn’t 
divorced,” Harris added. “That’s 
because Arletta and I left no 
room in our relationship to  
have misunderstandings that 
could erode trust,” he added. 
The couple have been married  
63 years.

The family also lived in Baker 
where Harris became a Major 
and commanded District 4. 
Before retiring in 1981, he 
moved back to Salem where  

he headed the statewide  
Traffic Division.

“He’s now been retired as long 
as he worked for the State 
Police,” Arletta said. “That has 
given us many years together 
doing things we love to do… like 
travel.” For 12 years the couple’s 
only home was a 32-foot fifth-
wheel trailer. “October and 
November, we’d be in Hawaii,” 
she recalled. “Then we’d trailer 
to Palm Springs until May, head 
to the Baker City area, followed 
by a two week get-a-way at 
Port Hardy on the northern end 
of Vancouver Island fishing for 
salmon and bottom fish”. 

“We also had a 25-foot boat 
for those times, and we’d 
spend August and September 
at Detroit Lake. Then, it was 
time to go to Hawaii again,” 
Arletta said. It was there, in 
2006, staying on the 35th floor 
of a hotel complex, where the 
couple experienced a severe 
earthquake. “That scared us 
nearly to death,” Harris said, 
“and slowed us down a little.”

They sold the truck, trailer and 
boat and bought an easily 
maintained West Salem condo. 
Arletta’s painting activity is back 
in full swing with new murals, 
framed paintings and Christmas 
cards. And while the traveling 
has abated some, the Kirbys  
did manage to squeeze in a 
cruise to Alaska last year and  
plan for another this year to the 
Panama Canal. h
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Today there is an 
industry springing  
up to do just that… 

build devices to generate 
power right where it’s used. 
There are currently several 
small-scale generating options 
available to homeowners and 
businesses. Most are green, a 
few are not. Perhaps the best 
known and most talked about 
recently is photovoltaic (PV) 
systems, better known as solar 
cells. Today Salem Electric is 
host to a few interconnected 
solar installations. They range 
from 3 or 4 kilowatts up to 
one 100-kilowatt system. 
Local companies are starting 
to sell these systems at home 
shows, on the internet, and in 
local show rooms. 

Does generating your own 
electricity make sense for you? 
Well certainly that’s a question 
that you will have to answer 
yourself. These systems come 
with State, Federal and even 
Salem Electric incentives 
to help defray some of the 

costs. And make no mistake; 
the costs can be quite high 
today and the payback can 
be measured in decades, 
although it’s projected that 
system costs will come down 
in the future. So why, if 
the costs are high and the 
payback is so long, would 
anyone want to install their 
own solar or other home  
or business generation,  
you might ask? There  
are many reasons  
beyond pure monetary  
ones. Some people are 
very concerned with 
environmental issues  
and may want to install  
this sort of “green  
technology” because  
they want to help the  
environment at any cost. 
Other people like new 
technology and want to be 
out on the leading edge,  
and certainly they will find 
these systems a challenge  
and quite interesting. 

If you have decided that for 
whatever reason you want 
to become one of these 
early adopters of solar, small 
scale wind or some other 
unmentioned generating 
technology at your home or 
business, and if you want to 
connect it to the grid, we 
encourage you to contact 

 
Salem Electric early in the 
planning stages. We can  
help you make your decision, 
guide you to available 
incentive programs, and 
have our staff work with you 
to insure that your system is 
connected safely and reliably 
to ours. h

We live in interesting times. 
�This can certainly be said of the electricity industry. For over  
100 years we have gotten our electricity pretty much the same  
way. A large generating station miles away churns away 24/7, 
creating electricity and sending it out over an ever expanding  
network of wires where it eventually ends up in your house or 
business. This is how virtually all of the electricity you use gets to  
you today. That is, unless you are one of the pioneers out there  
who are beginning to generate some, or even all, of your electricity 
needs right on your own premises. 

Harris and Arletta
Kirby

Member Profile:

Look for a refrigerator with 
automatic moisture control, 
which prevents moisture 

accumulation on the exterior. This 
is not the same thing as an “anti-
sweat” heater. Models with an anti-
sweat heater will consume 5% to 
10% more energy than models with 
automatic moisture control.

•	� Don’t keep your refrigerator or 
freezer too cold. Recommended 
temperatures are 37° to 40°F for 
the fresh food compartment of the 
refrigerator and 5°F for the freezer 
section. If you have a separate freezer  
for long-term storage, it should be kept at 0°F. 

•	� To check refrigerator temperature, place an 
appliance thermometer in a glass of water in  
the center of the refrigerator and read it after  
24 hours. To check the freezer temperature,  
place a thermometer between frozen packages  
and read it after 24 hours.

•	� Regularly defrost manual defrost 
refrigerators and freezers; frost build 
up decreases the energy efficiency. 
Don’t allow frost to build up more than 
one-quarter of an inch.

•	� Make sure your refrigerator doors seal 
airtight. Test them by closing the door 
over a dollar bill so it is half in and 
half out of the refrigerator. If you can 
pull the bill out easily, the latch may 
need adjustment, the seal may need 
replacing, or you might consider buying 
a new unit. 

•	� Cover liquids and wrap foods stored  
in the refrigerator. Uncovered foods 
release moisture and make the  
compressor work harder. 

Long-term savings tip: 

Look for the energy star logo when 
buying a new refrigerator. Select a new refrigerator 
that is the right size for your household. Top freezer 
models are more energy efficient than side-by-side 
models. Features like ice makers and water dispensers, 
while convenient, will increase energy use.

Receive a $60 rebate for purchasing an energy star-
rated refrigerator. Visit salemelectric.com and select 
the “Energy Conservation” tab for details. h
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… Paul Ennor, Director

Before you find your shovel and start digging, make 
sure you call 811! Besides being required by law, 
calling 811 before beginning any excavation prevents 
damage to underground facilities which can cause 
service interruptions and injury.

The Utility Notification Center is open 24 hours a 
day, every day, and accepts calls from contractors, 
homeowners, or anyone planning to dig in Oregon. 
Calling before you dig ensures  
that any publicly-owned 
underground facilities 
will be marked so you 
can dig safely. 

For more information 
visit salemelectric.com 
and click on the  
“811” logo. h

News & Information about your consumer-owned utility

Refrigerator/Freezer
energy tips

Water and electricity do not 
mix! When your hands are 
wet or you are standing near 

water or wet areas, do not touch a light 
switch or use electrical equipment. Never 
place any electrical appliance near water. 
If a plugged-in appliance falls into the 
water, don’t reach in to pull it out — 
even if it’s turned off. Unplug it first and 
after retrieving it, don’t use it until it has 
been checked by a qualified repairman. h

Call before you dig A Potentially
DEADLY
Combination
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All board meetings are held at 7 PM at Salem Electric, 633 Seventh Street NW, Salem, Oregon

Jerry Berger 
President

Alicia Bonesteele
Jim Dyer

Jeff Anderson 
Vice-President

Carl Beach 
Secretary/Treasurer

Paul Ennor
Joe Van Meter

Board of DirectorsUpcoming Board Meetings
March 17 April 27 May 11 

Annual Meeting

Presented by:

Carl E. Beach,  
Secretary/Treasurer March 2010

From your board of  directors

In 2009 SE saw a small decrease in both residential and general service 
mWhs sold, resulting in a small decrease in revenue. SE’s net write-offs 
were down to .235% from .329% last year — both well below the 
.5% industry standard. Since 1978 SE has paid over $15.2 million in 
revolvement to our members.

Administrative 
Services:

Capital expenditures for 2009 totaled $1.5 million. New service  
connects were down from 254 in 2008 to 83 in 2009. Several 
commercial projects were completed, including the new Kroc Center. 
There were several system improvements made, including a feeder line 
re-conductor, the new IntelliRupter, and a river crossing project. On 
average, SE members were out of service 40.37 minutes during 2009 
due to internally-caused interruptions, far below the PUC standard of  
80 minutes per year for investor-owned utilities. The bulk of these 
incidents occurred during two separate cable failure incidents.

Engineering and 
Operations:

Conservation programs remained active in 2009 with 215 homes 
weatherized and 685 energy-efficient appliances installed. The Heat 
Pump Program was extremely active due to a BPA-sponsored pilot 
program where 265 ductless heat pumps were installed, well above 
the annual average of 85 installations.

Member Services:

J     �ust visit our website, 
salemelectric.com,  
and select “The 	
Environment” to

learn more about our 
commitment to the 
environment.

One of the more recent 
changes has to do  
with our transformers, 
those gray cylinders on 
the power poles and the 
green metal boxes on the ground.

For the past several years we’ve been trying 
a new product called Envirotemp FR3 fluid 
which is derived from 100% edible seed oil 
and uses food grade additives. FR3 meets the 
Environmental Protection Agency criteria for 
“ultimate biodegradability” classification. 

All of our transformers have been PCB-free  
for years, long before the State required it.  
This is just another step in becoming 
environmentally friendly. h

In 2009 there were 183 customer contacts produced. Of those, 
83 were complaints (down from 112 in 2008). Inquiry/Comments 
accounted for 44; 13 were SE initiated; and 43 were compliments. 
Additionally, 639 street and area lights were repaired.

Annual Customer 
Contact Summary:

The annual meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, May 11, 2010 at Roth’s 
Salem West. 

Annual Meeting:

Year End Reports—

While legislative efforts 
at the federal level 
to address climate 

change appeared to be on 
the fast track earlier this year, 
changes in priorities have 
taken place in the capital and 
the momentum to move a bill 
forward has significantly slowed. 
Health care reform is the number 
one concern for Congress 
currently. Climate change is a 
very complex issue that will take 
a global effort to address. 

Carbon basics

Power generated by fossil fuel 
sources, such as coal, contributes 
to approximately 40 percent 
of all man-made emissions. 
Transportation accounts for  
a third of human-related 
emissions. Globally, China, the 
United States, the European 
Union, Russia and India are  
the largest developed  
countries that contribute  
human created emissions.

Green already, but  
additional energy is needed  
to meet demand

The picture here in the Northwest 
— in Oregon particularly — looks 
much different. A long history of 
non-carbon emitting generation 
from hydroelectric and nuclear 
power, combined with energy 
efficiency and conservation 
programs has resulted in Oregon 

being ranked very low nationally 
as a carbon emitter. 

However, the existing 
hydroelectric generation from the 
Bonneville Power Administration 
(BPA) is at capacity and will not 
be adequate to meet the need 
for more electricity in the future. 
Utilities will require the option 
of carbon emitting generation 
such as natural gas to meet their 
customers’ electricity needs.

Cap and Trade 101

The centerpiece initiative to 
reduce greenhouse gas emission 
is a cap and trade program, 
under which companies could 
comply with the steadily 
tightening new carbon dioxide 
caps by cutting their emissions 
or buying allowances to release 
greenhouse gases. An economic 
incentive is created for those that 
reduce their emissions without 
using all of their credits as they 
are able to sell those credits  
on the open market to other 
entities that need them. The 
complexity of the system,  
along with challenges  
monitoring and enforcing it, 
leave the door open to Wall 
Street-type abuses to gain from 
the potential profit that could  
be realized from selling credits. 

Back on Capitol Hill…

Before the August recess, the 
House narrowly passed a climate 

change bill, referred to as the 
“Waxman-Markey” bill. The 
measure establishes a cap and 
trade program that would cut 
carbon dioxide emissions 17 
percent from 2005 levels by  
the year 2020.   

A key Senate Committee has 
passed a bill sponsored by 
Senators Barbara Boxer (D-Calif.) 
and John Kerry (D-Mass.). Their 
bill also includes a cap-and-trade  
program with a more aggressive 
emissions reduction (20 percent 
by 2020). This bill is viewed as 
too stringent to pass the Senate. 
Senator Maria Cantwell (D-Wash.) 
with Senator Susan Collins 
(R–Maine) recently introduced an 
alternative bill that would form 
a cap-and-refund program to 
tackle concerns with the trade 
component of other programs. 

EPA Regulation

If Congress doesn’t pass 
legislation to cap carbon 
emissions, some new limits on 
greenhouse gases could come 
in the form of regulation by the 
Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA). There is a concern that EPA 
action will be a “one-size fits all 
approach” that does not account 
for regional differences.

Our Mission

Member-owned utilities in 
Oregon will continue to work 
with its Congressional delegation 
throughout 2010 and beyond 
to make sure the needs of their 
members are well represented, 
that the clean hydropower 
system that is unique to the 
region is given consideration, and 
that power remains affordable 
and reliable as climate change 
legislation is discussed. h

The Current 
State of
Climate 
Legislation

Turning in the
right direction

This time of year is a good time to 

think about your ceiling fans. As the 

weather gets warmer you may need  

to adjust the direction of the fan. The 

fan should turn counter-clockwise in 

the spring/summer and clockwise in 

the fall/winter to take full advantage 

of heating and cooling. h

The 
Environment

WARNING
KEEP OUT! 

This sign — which is posted at 
substations and near other electrical 

equipment – means what it says. 
Electricity can be deadly, and  
should always be respected. 

Take this warning seriously, and 
teach your children — even those 
too young to read — to recognize 

the warning sign and stay clear  
of potential hazards. h




